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Abstract

There is no doubt that Friday prayer is of high importance for Muslims and
the Islamic society. Due to the fatwas of some grand jurisprudents, people
know Friday prayer as' an optional obligation in the absence of Imam. This
thesis deals with this issue through the study of some verses in the Holy
Quran, infallible Imams' Narrations and major Jurisprudential texts about
the topic of Friday prayer (Salat al-Jomo'ah). Reviewing the proposed
reasons about the issue, this thesis compares three theories about the issue,
namely forbiddance, optional obligation and deterministic obligation
during the absence of Imam. The study concludes that those who believe in
the forbiddance have not based their idea on strong justifications. In
addition, those who believe it is an optional obligation do not have enough
justification. Therefore, the study proves that Friday prayer is a
deterministic obligation. Along with the main issues, the main factors that
cause Shiite societies to neglect the importance of Friday prayer are
compared with those that have made Sunni people pay much attention to it.
Quoting Shiite jurisprudence gurus, the study has shown that there is not an
ultimate consensus among Shiite jurisprudents about forbiddance and
rejection of deterministic obligation for Friday prayer. Furthermore, the
thesis has responded to those who believe in the optional obligation of
Friday prayer, which is the dominant belief. If they have meant arranging
obligation by optional obligation, then the results of this study will be
accordant with their belief. Otherwise, the problem of considering Friday
prayer as equivalent with noon prayer will follow, which may reduce the
popularity of Friday prayer.

Keywords:
Friday prayer, Imamiah figh, Shiite jurisprudence, absence of Imam.
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